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Status Variables Checklist
Objective:   To determine status variables contributing to student risk of dropout.

Instructions: 
1. Review status risk factors at the community, school, family, and student levels.  These variables are associated with dropout and are difficult to influence or change.  Many are listed in the Status Variables Checklist; however, it may be necessary to generate others that are relevant to your setting. 

2. Gather and document evidence to determine intensity of risk variable.

3. Rate intensity of risk variable in your setting.  For example, suppose a high school has a large enrollment of more than 25,000 students in Grades 9-12.  However, the school is organized into smaller learning communities.  This suggests the intensity of the risk factor is less because it has been addressed to limit its impact.  

Follow-Up: 

1. Review risk factors with the highest ratings in your setting.

2. Consider whether and how these factors are impacting student rates of dropout.

3. Determine whether and how these risks are being addressed.  

4. Develop a Summary Statement and discuss action steps for risk factors that are not being addressed.  
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	Status Variables
	Evidence
	Intensity Rating

	Community Level
	
	Low
	Medium
	High

	Urban Community
	
	
	
	

	High Level of Poverty
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	School Level
	
	
	
	

	Large Enrollment
	
	
	
	

	Limited Resources 

(e.g., textbooks)
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Family Level
	
	
	
	

	Homeless
	
	
	
	

	Parents with Limited English
	
	
	
	

	Non-English Speaking
	
	
	
	

	High Mobility 

(Frequently Moving)
	
	
	
	

	Low Income
	
	
	
	

	Limited Educational Resources
	
	
	
	

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Student Level
	
	
	
	

	A Disability
	
	
	
	

	History of Sibling Dropout
	
	
	
	

	Other
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	Summary Statement: 
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