These are a teacher’s organizational process as she applied writing an Ostinato to use Georgia Performance Academic Standards.
Rondo Ostinato

By Judy Bowers

The rondo ostinato musical form is fun and effective as it combines with academic standards to create a lesson or unit that is unforgettable!

1. What is a rondo ostinato?

A rondo is a form of musical composition in which a main theme (A) is heard several times with musical variations (B, C, D,) in between.
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It can be accompanied by a body percussion ostinato, a succession of equal sounds such as “pat, pat, clap, and clap.” Each part of a rondo has its own rhythmic pattern.

Older children may write their own rondo using 8 beats per line, but for young children, 4 beats per line (a total of 32 beats) is better. The rhyming pattern is simple: a-a, b-b. The rondo theme (A) structure looks like this:
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2.   Tips on writing a rondo.

a. What concepts do I want the children to understand?  Start with GPS and write key words, including descriptive words.

b. What rhyming words connect with key concepts I am teaching? Generate a list with the children if possible. Don’t stretch it too far or be trite. 

c. How can I arrange these important words on the beat so we get the rhythm of the rondo? Look for the natural sequence of words that will teach the concept. Placing them on the beat will make the rondo flow. Now look at how to arrange the phrases to incorporate rhyming words.
d. Write your first thoughts to get the ball rolling. The end product will be on target, but it is a process of seeing what fits. Work to get the BEST combination of words, not just OK. Use resources like Google or the dictionary to pinpoint meaning and express ideas concisely.

e. The theme (A) is longer and should present the main concepts. Try to end with some enthusiasm and motivation. They will repeat this part many times; make the most of it.

f. If you have time, let your writing rest and incubate for a short while. Taking a fresh look will help you fine tune.

g. Be creative no matter what the topic.

Example : 

Money, Money Money

A

Money, money, money,

                                                                  Penny, nickel, dime,

                                                                  When you want to buy stuff,

                                                                  You’ll need some every time.

             Money, money, money,

Quarter or a dollar bill,

    Count or trade to spend or save,

  Think it’s fun? You will!

   
Penny
The penny is the smallest coin,
Not in size, in what it buys.
Copper penny, one cent,
Says, "Saving me is wise."
Nickel
The silver nickel has the face
Of Thomas Jefferson.
Trade five pennies for a nickel,
Count by fives, not ones!

  
Dime
The tiny dime can make big trades!
Ten pennies or two nickels.
Ten dimes or a dollar buys
A burger with a pickle!

    
Quarter
The big quarter has the face
Of George Washington.
We've had many presidents.
He was number one!

                Dollar
The dollar also has the face
Of George Washington.
One hundred pennies, ten dimes,
Four quarters trade for one.


A is the refrain and repeated between each coin rondo.

