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Georgia Department of Education’s

2nd Communities of Practice in Transition Institute (COP) 
A Partnership with the National Secondary Transition Technical Assistance Center (NSTTAC)
State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG) /GraduateFIRST
Tuesday, March 8, 2011








AGENDA 
7:30 a.m.

Poster Session, Registration and Continental Breakfast
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WAKE UP and Smell the Possibilities!

Serving a Smorgasbord of Transition Community of Practices from Around the State to Restart Your Learning Experience!
9:00 a.m.

Welcome to School District Transition Leaders

Lynn Holland  
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GaDOE
9:10 a.m.

An Inside Look into the Stories Behind 


Keynote
Transition Plans, Assessments and Services

Panel


An Interactive Panel Discussion with Six Parent Leaders
Navigating the Maze of Transition and Secondary Options 
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Led by Ms. Patti Solomon, GaDOE, Family Engagement Specialist



Ms. Debbie Currere, Parent Outreach Coach, SPDG 
Ms. Heloise Salter, Parent Mentor, Columbia County School District




Mr. Scott Crain, Parent Mentor, Hall County School District




Ms. Nalini Isaacs, Parent Mentor, Bibb County School District



Ms. Yolanda Gardner-Sanford, Parent Mentor, Sumter School District







10:15 a.m.                Using Transition Assessment Data                             Keynote
A Progress Report   




      Speaker
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     Instrument Results         Postsecondary Goals
11:30 a.m.

Lunch on Your Own





A list of nearby eateries will be provided or you are welcome to 

Brown Bag It! Please bring your own drinks for lunch and/or if needed during the sessions. There are no drink machines on the premises. During lunch the main ballroom will be divided into three sections for the afternoon.
12:30 p.m. 

First Round of Breakout Sessions: 

Main


Assessments Leading to Outcomes 

Dr. Catherine Fowler
Getting Down to the Work!
 A comprehensive



Overview from the work of the 

National Secondary Transition Technical 
Assistance Center (NSTTAC)

Transition Planning
 


Ms. Sandra Macdonald
Working Together for a  


Walton School District
Successful Tomorrow



Transition Specialist
This session will provide you with the tools for writing good, meaningful transition plans.  During this session, you will have the opportunity to use those tools in enhancing a transition plan of your own. Please bring with you at least one transition plan from your district that needs some revision.


Transition Plans for Students with

Ms. Cathy Schmidt 

Disabilities in the Low Incidence

Educational Consultant
Range (MOID, SID, PID) 


Walton School District
Are you totally baffled when you come to the employment part of the transition form for your low incidence students?  We will discuss how to address the unique needs of these students.  
Bring a transition plan and your questions to this session.
Best Practices in Transition 


Dr. Karla Wade



A Tale of Two Academic
s


Transition Specialist










Cobb School District

As the transition options for students with disabilities evolve, school districts are called to provide meaningful programs to prepare families and communities. This presentation looks at innovative programs that address the needs of students with disabilities in high school and beyond. Featured are both Cobb County Schools Transition Academies Program and the Kennesaw State University Academy for Inclusive Adult Education.  Bring your questions and your insights as we explore new paradigms within the changing framework of Transition Services. 

Making the Move: Assistive Technology 
Ms. DeeDee Bunn, 
         


in Transition Planning          


AT Specialist, GaDOE
This session will discuss the inclusion of assistive technology into the transition planning process, including developing self-advocacy skills in students, the change in focus from secondary to post-secondary and examples of transition goals and activities with assistive technology.

Transition Tools for Life  


Ms. Martha Rust 
                        
Georgia’s AT Act Program


Training & Development Coord. 

Is Providing Transition Success 

Ms. Liz Persaud










AT Specialist/ATRD Serv. Coord.
Do you want to know how you can easily access AT? This session will explore Tools for Life (TFL) and Georgia's Assistive Technology Act Program. Join us to learn about the TFL Network, how to access AT lending libraries, AT demonstrations and trainings, Georgia's AT Reuse activities, and funding resources.

Hello! Ga College 411 Is Calling!

Ms. Vivian Snyder, 
Career Development 

Specialist, GaDOE
Comprehensive educational and career planning is a critical part of the transitional process for ALL students.  Gacollege411 represents a comprehensive career information system (CIS) that ALL students can utilize to learn about themselves, explore educational and career opportunities, and create a plan of action via the electronic portfolio.  Included in the session is a brief overview of the BRIDGE legislation passed by the Georgia General Assembly in May, 2010. 

2:00 p.m.

Second Round of Breakout Sessions:



Sessions From Round One Are Repeated. Pick up a Light Snack
In the Lobby as You Transition
3:30 p.m.

The Six Communities of Practice Sessions Wrap Up

3:35 p.m. 

Institute Adjourns
Please Turn in Your Expense Forms for Mileage Before You Leave. Also, Please Ask a GaDOE Staff Member to Check Your Form for Accuracy so Your Reimbursement is Not Delayed! (Reimbursement is Available for One Car Per District)
Thank You for Being Part of Georgia’s Community of Practice on TRANSITION 
· Session Handouts Are Available For Download at:
www.GraduateFIRST.org
Session Handouts Are Available for Download at: 


 www.graduatefirst.org which is the newly developed SPDG Graduation/Dropout Prevention website. 

Please take some time to navigate through the website to discover professional learning modules presented from the National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities, as well as other experts in the field of dropout prevention.

More of GraduateFIRST Web Site: The Resource section provides many tools that present evidence based strategies to address dropout and encourage students to stay in school.  Our partners, include the National Dropout Prevention Center for Students with Disabilities, Georgia Department of Education, Georgia Learning Resource Centers, and IDEA have all contributed learning modules, practical tools (including reproducible forms and PowerPoint’s) that can be implemented at the school level.  Also available are video clips, podcasts, and webinars that are designed to assist educators, communities, and families as they engage in this process.  As the website evolves, there is a continuing commitment to provide evidence based resources for educators, families, communities and others in order to keep students in school and to graduate.


· Additional Resources Not To Be Missed!
The Newly Revised Implementation Manual Part 1 is a Guide to Understanding Special Education Rules and Regulations Created By Your Peers, Special Education Directors, State Staff and Parent Leaders!
www.gadoe.org  (Go To Special Education)
The Georgia Parent Mentor Partnership Website is Your Place for Stories on School, Home, Community Collaboration, Creating C.A.F.E. DIALOGUES Easy to Find Resources and Much More!    www.parentmentors.org
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To Find a List of Interagencies, Link to: � HYPERLINK "http://gatransitioncouncils.squarespace.com" �


ttp://gatransitioncouncils.squarespace.com� at � HYPERLINK "http://www.P2Pga.org" �www.P2Pga.org�





Degas Room





Elizabeth Leigh Ballroom 





    REMINDER





Catherine Fowler, Project Coordinator for the National Secondary Transition Technical Assistance Center, Charlotte NC 








COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE TRANSITION II


Tuesday, March 8, 2011


Central Georgia Convention Center


480 Holiday Circle, Forsyth, GA


     	





Transition Tools and Best Practices Driving Student Outcomes
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